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Polish, and for this reason the Hungarian had not the same
influence over these two regiments, who, in this dilemma,
listened only to their own officers.    These declared that, con-                         I /
sidering  themselves  bound  by the capitulation which the
field-marshal had   signed, they did not wish by their de-                         J
parture to put him and those of their comrades who were                         * '*
already in the hands of the French into a worse position;
since, if any part of the Austrian troops violated the terms,
the rest were liable to be taken as prisoners to France.    To
this the colonel of hussars replied that when the commander-
in-chief of an army has lost his head, and failed in his duty
so far as to deliver his troops to the enemy, it is the duty of
his  subordinates  to consult  only  their  own  courage  and
patriotism.     Then,  waving  his   sword in  one  hand,   and
seizing the regimental colours with the other, he cried, ' Go,
dragoons, go, and hand over to the French your disgraced
colours, and the arms which our Emperor gave you to defend
them.    As for us brave hussars, we are going to rejoin our
august  sovereign.    We  shall be able to show him a flag
without stain, and swords borne by valiant soldiers.'    Then,
coming up to me, and casting a scornful look at the uhlans
a,nd dragoons, he added, c I am quite sure that if this young
Frenchman  were  in  our   place,   and   compelled to choose
between your course and mine, he would take the courageous
side.    The French  love glory no less  than their  country,
and in matters of honour know what they are about.'    With
these words the old Hungarian chief set spurs to his horse,
and taking his regiment off at a gallop swept away, and soon
was out of sight.
There was a measure of truth in both the arguments which I had just heard; but I was more convinced by that of the hussar colonel, because it seemed to me best to suit the interests of his country. I inwardly approved his conduct, therefore; but I could not very well advise the dragoons and the uhlans to follow his example, without exceeding my functions and neglecting my duty. So I maintained a strict neutrality in the discussion, and when the hussars had departed, I proposed to the other two colonels that they